
 

Happy New Year everyone. 

It’s been great to see the level of energy already from the carvers and turners and I am sure the 
other groups  are coming back refreshed and inspired. The odd injury around that reminds us that 
equipment in the workshop can be unforgiving so please take care - both of the gear and most 
importantly.  

We have farewelled some longstanding members towards the end of last year - Derek, Jean and 
Merv. They have done so much for the  club over many years so I want to acknowledge that. 
Derek even went  so far as to leave a donation through commission on selling his equipment and 
now selling some of his timber stocks - which I would like to thank Phil for his efforts there on 
behalf of the club. Another piece of work generating income is though Greg and Phil picking 
Dereks commission work for making turned and carved plaques for the 2026 NZ Farm 
Environment and Sustainably awards. 

TOLO out at Omokoroa continued to give visibility to the Guilds activities - thanks to Greg for co-
ordinating. A few sales were made. 

We have had one new member joint the carvers - welcome Yann. 
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The maintenance team started the new year by replacing the planner blades that had been 
chipped - quite a fiddly and time consuming task - which should have been unnecessary but 
people keep processing recycled timber. the Jointer also needs attention.Mark is looking for a 
replacement part for the big bandsaw. The blade on the small bandsaw unfortunately broke due to 
a bit too much pressure. A learning experience but thanks timely incident reporting meant we have 
been able to quickly get onto sorting out a replacement 

We will need to do a workshop “spring-clean” so will let you know the proposed date soon 

A couple of NAW things to keep in mind - the annual workshop this year is  in Papatoetoe early 
May; and the Art of Wood for Sept entries We've enjoyed prior year showings at our clubrooms but  
for that to continue this year we need to be submitting entries - I am told it is 15 submissions from 
a club for this coming year - so please get crafting and submit a piece or two. 

Looking forward to seeing peoples creativity as the year progresses. 

Regards Paul 

Group Activities 

Activities have recently resumed for all Groups. You can find the schedule of dates for February at 
the end of this newsletter, together with the Duty Group roster for the whole of 2026. 
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Duty Roster Responsibilities 
- Catering    : Tea / Coffee a few snacks 
- Seating.  :   Set up and put away 
- Talk, Demo or Guest speaker 

Advise the President two-weeks before so it can be advertised for interest. 
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Notice of Special General Meeting 

 
Activities 

Wood turning and then carving the sustainability award 
plaques in accordance with Derek Kerwood design 
instructions, has occupied a number of hours over the summer 
break. We bought a slab of kiln dry black walnut (as 
recommended by Derek) for the 11 regional award plaques 
and used copper beech for the 
National award. We created a 
special makers logo and Trevor 
Martin kindly used his laser burner 
to print this onto the back of each 
plaque to keep Derek’s memory with 
the plaques. 

The Public Art Omokoroa recently advised that they have finally installed a new wall carving in 
their library. Our Guild has carved three items for this piece of work (the 3 baskets of Tane). A local 
Maori carver, Pete Smith, has carved a Waharoa (the gateway) to sit above the baskets with a 
design representing the heavens. Public Art Omokoroa hopes to have a formal opening and 
unveiling in late January or early February. 
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