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Put it on a pedestal 
Nick Arnull turns a hollow bowel on a pedestal-

known as a tazza 

For many years, my wife Jane has been request-

ing a tazza, which is a hollow ornamental bowl 

usually found on a pedestal. The making of this 

piece requires two disciplines-faceplate and spin-

dle turning techniques-but surprising few tools are 

needed to complete it successfully.  

The timber does need to match, and I have made 

my version in a classical form with the only decora-

tion being on the spindle. There is no reason why 

you cannot develop this design and add decoration 

to the base or bowl. For this project I chose Tas-

manian blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon). Three 

pieces were required, and were cut from the same 

board.  

Health  and safety  

In this article the usual safety issues apply 

while turning-protect your eyes and lungs at all 

times and work at a speed with which you feel 

comfortable and safe.           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tools required  

10mm and 6mm square grind bowl gouges  

38mm spindle roughing gouge 

10mm fingernail spindle gouge 

12mm skewchigouge  

12mm and 10mm round nose scraper 

Jacobs chuck and 50mm saw bit 

7/10mm Brad point drill bit to match your screw chuck 

Various measuring and marking tools. 
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