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Touching-Up Router Bits

When | think about touching up my router bits, | like to use an analogy that makes the bits a part of my shop
"wardrobe." Just like a sport coat or a sweater, an expensive bit may need to be sent to the cleaners occasionally.
But there are a couple of things you can do at home to keep bits clean and sharp.

CLEANING. The first thing | do to a dull router bit is to clean it. | talked about cleaning bits back in tip No. 38, so |
won't go over that again here. But basically the process involves using an old toothbrush to scrub the bit with de-
natured alcohol. (Just don't soak the bearing.)

HONING. The next thing | like to do is touch up the cutting edges. For this | use a set of diamond honing files.
(You've seen these files. They're colourful pieces of plastic about 1" x 6" with various grits of abrasive material ad-
hered to one or both sides.) "Touching up" the edges of a router bit is not like sharpening. It's more like brushing
your sport coat with a lint remover.

Note: Don't try to touch up or sharpen the bevelled edges of a router bit. Not only will this change the cutting pro-
file, it can also affect the balance of the bit, which can be dangerous. | only touch up the flat surface (the front) of
the cutters with honing files.

Usually it takes just a couple of strops over a medium grit diamond file, followed by a couple passes over a fine-
grit diamond file. To do this, | clamp the file along the edge of my bench. This way the flat part of the bit can be in
contact with the file while the rest of the bit extends off the edge of the bench, out of the way.

Then | use my thumb to keep the flat surface of the carbide cutter perfectly flat on the honing file. After a couple
passes on one of the cutters, | do the same for the other cutters on the same bit. To keep the bit "balanced," (both
cutters taking an equal bite when routing), try to maintain the same amount of pressure on each cutter when filing.
And make the same number of strokes across the file.

More from the Show.
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Our Sponsors’ Page. Please support their services whenever possible
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CARBA-TEC

TOOLS FOR wWoOR

NOW AVAILABLE AT CARBA-TEC® NZ

NOVA™ congratulates Carba-Tec® NZ Ltd on their NEW exclusive
NOVA™ distributorship in New Zealand,

NOVA™ products are now avalable throughout New Zealand online and vis
catalogue, as well as through the Carba-Tec" extensive network of partner resellers.

For Sale

Log seal (the new name for Mobil CER)

$6.00 per litre

Club/Guild Newsletters;

This Club/ Guild aims to assist members to improve their woodwork-
ing skills. Not all such activities occur in our Club premises, and some
activities or events are promoted through this Newsletter and others
directly to members in some other ways, but they are still Club/Guild
activities, please support them. These activities may include personal
and group tuition of members by other members (we all try to help

one another for the benefit of the Club/Guild in this way) sessions in
member’s workshops, wood- gathering, events promoting our activi-
ties to members of the public, and other such activities and events.

For Sale

Liberon Oil 150 mm Bottles $7.00

Phone lan Dawkins 576 2511

TAURANGA SENIORNET
Where Seniors learn Computing from other Seniors;

Our courses are, 2 hours, one day a week, and range from 4-5
weeks per course.

Our Learning Centre is at Unit 70, Historic Village, 17th Avenue,

Tauranga. That's just uphill from the now-closed Wickham

School. We have our own drive-in entrance. Turn right once
through the gateway and then park.

A Member of the National Association of Woodworkers NZ Inc. Page 12




