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Woodworking  tips  
Making  a  Threaded  Needle  Case,      by  Fred  Holder  

until  she  found  that  when  she  dug  around  in  her  sewing  basket,  the  lid  could  come  off  and  dump  her  needles  into  the  
basket.    

Until  I  obtained  the  Ray  Isles  thread  chasers,  none  of  my  chasers  would  enter  such  a  small  hole  as  is  needed  for  the  
needle  cases.    

When  I  started  to  make  one  of  these,  I  tried  to  use  the  Nova  chuck  with  the  25mm  jaws  to  hold  the  pieces  while  
threading.  This  worked  fine  for  the  lid,  but  I  had  troubles  with  the  wood  moving  in  the  chuck  when  trying  to  chase  the  
outside  threads  for  the  body  of  the  case.  I  solved  this  problem  by  turning  tenons  on  each  end  of  the  blank  and  gluing  on  

a  two  inch  disk  to  be  grabbed  in  the  50mm  jaws  of  
the  Nova  chuck  as  shown  below.    

The  blank  with  two  disks  glued  to  the  ends  for  
greater  stability  when  threading.  

Although  it  is  not  needed  on  the  lid  side,  it  is  easier  to  
set  up  the  pieces  for  use  in  the  same  chuck.  This  

solved  the  problem  of  having  the  body  of  the  needle  case  move  while  chasing  threads.  

The  next  step  was  to  part  off  the  lid  and  mount  it  in  the  chuck  for  drilling  and  threading.  I  thread  the  lid  first  whenever  
possible.  In  the  photo  below  the  lid  section  is  shown  in  the  chuck  before  drilling.    
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Threading  the  hole  in  the  lid  
with  the  inside  chasers.  

  

  

  

 

 

threading.    

 

front  edge  of  the  hole  and  cut  a  recess  in  
the  bottom  of  the  hole  to  allow  the  

chaser  to  cut  a  clean  thread  before  it  would  hit  the  bottom  of  the  hole.  When  
the  threads  are  satisfactory,  you  are  ready  to  mount  the  base  section  for  drilling  
and  threading  of  the  tenon  that  will  be  threaded.    

 

Threading  the  tenon  on  the  top  
of  the  base  section.    

 

The  sizing  of  this  tenon  can  be  
calculated  from  the  information  
supplied  on  the  illustration  on  page  6  of  this  issue.  For  this  case  (with  a  

  

project.  I  cut  a  

excess  down  to  the  tenon.  I  then  used  a  thin  parting  tool  to  make  a  
recess  at  the  rear  of  the  tenon  and  rounded  over  the  front  edge,  

beforehand  chasing  the  threads.  Incidentally,  the  threaded  section  is  16  tpi.    
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the  threads,  but  it  can  be  drilled  just  as  well  before  cutting  the  threads.    

With  the  threads  cut  and  the  lid  fitted  to  the  base  section,  it  is  time  to  final  
turn  the  outside  of  the  needle  case  and  put  in  a  few  decorations  with  a  
point  tool  or  a  skew.    

In  this  photo,  the  outside  of  the  needle  case  has  been  turned  and  it  is  
ready  to  part  off  just  in  front  of  the  disk  holding  it  in  the  chuck.    

 

This  is  the  completed  needle  case.  I  simply  sanded  the  base  smooth  after  parting  off.    

 

I  like  to  put  a  bit  of  a  shallow  curve  to  the  outside  of  the  needle  case.  It  seems  to  me  to  give  it  more  elegant  look  than  if  
it  is  just  straight  sided.  You  can  also  put  some  sort  of  decoration  on  top  of  the  lid,  which  I  do  sometimes.  However,  
Mildred  likes  the  smoother  top  and  since  she  is  the  one  who  will  be  using  these  things,  that  is  good  enough  reason  to  
make  them  smooth.    

 

 

This  drawing  illustrates  how  to  calculate  the  size  of  the  tenon  

threads  are  known.    

  

  

  

can  use  material  such  as  Corian,  which  threads  very  well.  Or  you  can  cut  recesses  in  both  the  
top  and  base  sections  and  pour  it  full  of  epoxy    

The  finished  needle  case  with  the  lid  removed    
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A  needle  case  made  from  Corian.  
Corian  threads  very  well.  This  one  

was  not  held  with  the  disks,  but  only  in  the  25mm  jaws  of  the  chuck.  I  
broke  off  the  threaded  tenon  once  and  had  to  shorten  the  case.    

Epoxy  also  threads  very  well.  I  first  learned  of  this  technique  from  Petter  

sure  your  epoxy  is  mixed  thoroughly.  It  must  set  up  properly  to  work  well.    

 

 This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their website 
www.morewoodturningmagazine.com   
 

  

For Sale on behalf of the Guild 

 Tanner lathe model FS100 $600 bare lathe or $800 with Chuck 

Contact Doug 5738399 

Wood  for  sale;      

Contact  Mike  McCarthy  776  2991  

  

  

  

This  Club/Guild  aims  to  assist  members  to  improve  their  working  skills.  Not  all  such  activities  occur  in  our  Guild  
premises,  and  some  activities  or  events  are  promoted  though  this  Newsletter  and  others  directly  to  members  in  some  
other  ways,  but  are  still  Club/Guide  activities,  please  support  them.  These  activities  may  include  personal  and  Group  
tuition  of  members  by  other  members  (we  all  try  to  help  one  another  for  the  benefit  of  the  Club/Guild  in  this  way)  

-­‐gathering,  our  activities  to  members  of  the  public,  and  other  such  activates  
and  events.  

 

http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/
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MOUNT  

MAUNGANUI  
1/130  Newton  Street,  Mt.  

Maunganui  3116  

Phone  (07)574  9980  Fax  (07)  574  
99850  

Proudly  providing  the  means  for  the    

Guild  to  create  and  clean  up  
sawdust  and  wood  chips,  since  

2006.     

Ross  FM300  Dust  

Extractor  $499.00  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Terry  Scott  Ph.  09  297  7051  

Email;;  timberly@xtra.co.nz  

Web;;  www.timberlywoodturning.co.nz  

  

Treeworkx.sandpaper  
Ron  &  Heather  Wallace-­‐Wells  

  
Email:  treeworkx@xtra.co.nz  Phone:  0-­‐7-­‐888  4396  

Address:  3  Puriri  Place,  Matamata  3400,  New  Zealand  
   

 
 

  
Treeworkx.wood  

Graham  Oliver  
  

email:  goliver@no8wireless.co.nz  Phone:  0-­7-­888  3800  
  
Address:          469  Paratu  Road,  RD,  Walton  3475,  New  Zealand  
  

Disclaimer;  the  contents  of  this  Newsletter  are  not  necessarily  the  views  of  the  Guild  or  the  Committee    

  

J-­‐Max    
Sharpening  Service  

Ltd  
Your  supplier  of    

sawblades  
Bandsaw  Blades    

Router  Bits    
99  Maleme  Street  Tauranga    

Phone  07  541  1655  
Fax  07  541  1652  
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