4 tips for safer routing

You've carved out some precious shop time for that long-awaited project, and
now you're eager to get the job done. But slow down: Your rush could make
you do something rash. One bad move can damage the workpiece -- or, even
worse, you. Follow these four router safety tips, and you won't let haste make
waste.

Tip 1: Know when to rout handheld

The router table is a great place to machine easy-to-manage, midsize pieces
and narrow moldings. With the router fixed into a tabletop, you can focus your
attention on the workpiece instead of the tool. And you always should "take it
to the table" whenever you work with pieces so small that you wouldn't be
able to see or grasp them beneath the base of a handheld router.

But what about oversize tasks, such as rounding over the edges of a dining-
room tabletop? That's when you take a handheld router to the workpiece.
Perched on the edge of a workpiece, a handheld router can get tippy; but you
can counter that. Simply rotate the router so the handles run perpendicular,
not parallel, to the workpiece edge (as shown at right), and use one hand to
exert pressure squarely over the workpiece while merely moving the router
with the other

Before routing freehand or on the table, ask yourself which direction everything
needs to move. To cut with more control and less chatter, rout so that the bit's
cutting edges meet the wood head-on. (In the reverse, a technique known as
climb-cutting, the cutting edges tend to ride along the workpiece, like wheels on
a car, rather than digging in and cutting. This might cause the router to jerk
away from you.)

So how do you know which direction is which? In a handheld router, the bit
spins clockwise when viewed from above, so move the router counterclockwise
when routing outside edges, as shown. For inside cuts, rout clockwise. When
your router is mounted underneath a table, the bit spins counterclockwise, so
always feed workpieces from right to left
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Although you can't typically use a fence when routing irregular shapes on a
router table, you still need a way to control the workpiece as you begin your
cut. So install a removable starting pin in your router table -- the closer to the
bit the better -- and use it as a fulcrum to ease the workpiece against the
whirling cutter, as shown at right. After making contact with the bit's guide
bearing, you no longer need to brace against the starting pin.

You can make your own pin by cutting the head off a bolt and threading the
shaft into a hole tapped into your router table or insert. Or clamp a pointed
piece of scrap to your router table to act as a pivot point to start the cut.

No matter what you're routing, you need to maintain a firm hold on the
workpiece while keeping your fingers in the clear. That proves especially
difficult, though, with tiny pieces. For safer, cleaner cuts, follow these
three steps:

First, always use a router table with the
smallest reducer ring that fits the bit.
Second, close up the bit opening in the
fence as much as possible or create a
zero-clearance sacrificial fence from
scrap stock or MDF, as shown at right.
Finally, keep a good hold on the
workpiece by locking it into a handscrew
clamp, bottom photo. It grips small,
irregular shapes; it keeps your hands at
a safe dlstance and its wooden jaws won't cause damage if they contact the
router bit.

Sacrificial fence

This Club/Guild aims to assist members to improve their working skills. Not all such activities occur in our Guild
premises, and some activities or events are promoted though this Newsletter and others directly to members in some
other ways, but are still Club/Guide activities, please support them. These activities may include personal and Group
tuition of members by other members (we all try to help one another for the benefit of the Club/Guild in this way)
sessions in members’ workshops, wood-gathering, our activities to members of the public, and other such activates
and events.

For Sale on behalf of the Guild
Tanner lathe model FS100
$600 bare lathe or $800 with Chuck
Contact Doug 5738399
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MOUNT
MAUNGANUI

1/130 Newton Street, Mt.
Maunganui 3116

Phone (07)574 9980 Fax (07) 574
99850

Proudly providing the means for the

Guild to create and clean up
sawdust and wood chips, since

2006.
Ross FM300 Dust

Extractor $499.00

Sharpening
Service Ltd

Your supplier of
sawblades
Bandsaw Blades
Router Bits
99 Maleme Street
Tauranga
Phone 07 541 1655
Fax 07 541 1652

-

WOODTURNING =

Terry Scott Ph. 09 297 7051

Email;[timberly@xtra.co.nz

Web;

Grant Parker

‘atchmaker'

& Woodturner b

Phone 07 544 937

Mobile 027 408 1Bg

Em‘ée'b grantparkernzzg}x'l.co
> Watch & Clock Repairs
> Watch Batteries
> Car Remote Batteries ete.

TAURANGA SENIORNET
CLUB INC Ph. 577 1912

Website;
www.taurangaseniornet
.co.nz
P.O. Box 152382
Tauranga

Where seniors learn
Computing from other
seniors;

Our courses are,

2 hours, one day a
week, and range from
4-5 weeks per course.

Our Learning Centre is
at Unit 70, Historic
Village, 17th Avenue,
Tauranga. That's just
uphill in the now-
closed Wickham
School. We have our
own drive-in entrance.
Turn right once

www.timberlywoodturning.
€0.Nnz

Treeworkx.sandpaper
Ron & Heather Wallace-
Wells

Email: treeworkx@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 0-7-888 4396
Address: 3 Puriri Place,
Matamata 3400, New Zealand

CARBA-TEC

TOOLS FON WoOD

}
3 -

NOW AVAILABLE AT VCARI\-'I'EC° NZ

NOVA™ congratulates Carba-Tec" NZ Ltd on their NEW exclusive
NOVA™ distributorship in New Zealand.

NOVA™ products are now avalable throughout New Zealand onling and vis
catalogue, as well as through the Carba-Tec" extensive network of partner reseliers

LiNee

Treeworkx.wood
Graham Oliver

email:
goliver@no8wireless.co.
nz

Phone: 0-7-888 3800

Address:
469 Paratu Road, RD,
Walton 3475,
New Zealand

Disclaimer; the contents of this Newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Guild or the Committee
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