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Woodworking  tips  
A C ircle Cutting Jig That You Can Build 

by F red Holder 
 In a recent issue of CREATIVE WOOD, the official publication of the National Association of Woodworkers in New 
Zealand, Dick Veitch had an article on making a circle-cutting jig. It was so simple that I had to try my hand at making 
one. 

 This article is about my approach to making a circle-cutting jig using the basic concepts described and illustrated in 
 

to become a bowl made by cutting circles at a 45-degree angle and stacking them to produce a bowl blank from a flat 
board. Cutting the original circle was the first stage in this operation. 

 

The C ircle Cutting Jig being used to cut a round disk 
from a flat board. This r ig worked best on flat boards 
because my bandsaw blade tended to wander a bit as the 
ci rcle cutting process proceeded. 

 

Each bandsaw will be a bit different, so no dimensions are 
given. The baseboard must be at least as large as the table of 
the bandsaw. I actually made mine somewhat larger than the 
bandsaw table.  

I began by mounting a strip of wood that would fit into the 
guide groove on my bandsaw table. I then cut a slot in the 
baseboard using the guide strip to ensure the cut would be in 

the right place when the board was mounted on the bandsaw table.  

I decided where I wanted the board to be located on the table and attached a stop that would limit the travel of the 
baseboard toward the back of the bandsaw. The backside of the 
baseboard is shown in the following photograph. You can see 
the strip of mount that goes into my bandsaw slot and you can 
see my stop (at the top in a darker brown colour). 

 

 

 Bottom side of the base board for the circle cutting j ig. 

 

 

The guide strip and the stop determined where the board would 



  
  

A  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Woodworkers  N.Z.  Inc.                                                                              12    
  

fit on the bandsaw table. I next cut a swivelling piece that would carry the piece of wood to be cut into a circle. I wanted 
the pivot point of this part of the jig to be in line with the cutting edge of the bandsaw blade.  

 

So, with the baseboard in place, I used a square to mark a line across the board that was the cutting edge of the saw blade. 
I then sawed out the swinging board leaving an offset for the pivot point. I drilled a hole where the pivot point bolt would 
be located and then aligned the rotating board so that the hole was over the center of the blade position line and drilled a 
hole through the base board, counter sunk the back side for the bolt head and attached the two pieces together as shown in 
the photo below. 

 

 

The two pieces have been attached to one another with a pivot 
bolt and are ready to make the saw cut into the swinging 
board. 

  

I then mounted the jig onto the bandsaw table, started the saw and 
swung the swinging board in to make a saw cut into the swinging 
board. I had drawn a line on the swinging board that ran through 
the centreline of the pivot hole. This line was in about one inch 

from the edge of the board. When the saw cut reached this line, I stopped the cut and installed a stop that would limit the 
swing. The top of the jig is shown below. 

 

 

  

This view shows the top side of the j ig after it was fully assembled. 

  

Now, I simply had to add some points on which the wood to be cut 
could rotate while being cut. These holes were located on the line that 
passed through the pivot point of the swinging board. I chose to space 

them 
1/2 inch apart and numbered the whole inch locations as 
shown in the following photograph. 

 

To rotate the wood, I needed to add something that could 
fit into the holes above. I decided to use duplex nails since 
they have a double head on them and can be removed 
easily. 

 

 

   

I made two different pivot pins: one shown in the five-
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inch position in the above photo; the other was a bit longer for thicker blocks of wood. I used the short one to cut flat 
boards and the longer one to cut half log sections as shown below.  

 

 

 

This certainly made it much easier to cut a 1/2 log section into a 
round circle than trying to use a cardboard disk to guide the cut. 

 

 

  

This photo 
shows the 
finished 
piece. Note 
the duplex 

nail sticking out of the bottom of the turning blank .  

  

 

 This information is provided by, More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their website 
www.morewoodturningmagazine.com   

 

For Sale on behalf of the Guild.    Tanner lathe model FS100 $600 bare lathe, or $800 including Chuck.  

contact Doug 573 8399 

Wood  for  sale;  Contact  Mike  McCarthy  575  2991  

  

This  Club/Guild  aims  to  assist  members  to  improve  their  working  skills.  Not  all  such  activities  occur  in  our  Guild  
premises,  and  some  activities  or  events  are  promoted  though  this  Newsletter  and  others  directly  to  members  in  some  
other  ways,  but  are  still  Club/Guide  activities,  please  support  them.  These  activities  may  include  personal  and  Group  
tuition  of  members  by  other  members  (we  all  try  to  help  one  another  for  the  benefit  of  the  Club/Guild  in  this  way)  

-­‐gathering,  our  activities  to  members  of  the  public,  and  other  such  activates  
and  events.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/
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MOUNT  MAUNGANUI  

1/130  Newton  Street,  Mt.  
Maunganui  3116  

Phone  (07)574  9980  Fax  (07)  574  
99850  

Proudly  providing  the  means  for  the    

Guild  to  create  and  clean  up  
sawdust  and  wood  chips,  since  

2006.     

Ross  FM300  Dust  

Extractor  $499.00  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Treeworkx.sandpaper  
Ron  &  Heather  Wallace-­‐Wells  

  
Email:  treeworkx@xtra.co.nz  Phone:  0-­‐7-­‐888  4396  

Address:  3  Puriri  Place,  Matamata  3400,  New  Zealand  
  

Terry  Scott  Ph.  09  297  7051  

Email;;  timberly@xtra.co.nz  

Web;;  
www.timberlywoodturning.co.nz  

  

Treeworkx.wood  

Graham  Oliver  
  

email:  goliver@no8wireless.co.nz  Phone:  0-­7-­888  3800  
  
Address:          469  Paratu  Road,  RD,  Walton  3475,  New  Zealand  
  

Disclaimer;  the  contents  of  this  Newsletter  are  not  necessarily  the  views  of  the  Guild  or  the  Committee    

  

J-­‐Max    
Sharpening  Service  

Ltd  
Your  supplier  of    

sawblades  
Bandsaw  Blades    

Router  Bits    
99  Maleme  Street  Tauranga    

Phone  07  541  1655  
Fax  07  541  1652  
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