
 

Welcome to 2019.   Our year’s activities have already begun and although not the first activity of the New 
Year I hope our very successful BBQ is a good indicator of the year ahead.  On Sunday 13th January, 2019 
30 plus members and partners enjoyed a very sociable BBQ.  The weather was kind, overcast and not too 
hot.  The success of this event confirms there is a desire for socialising outside of group activities and future 
activities will be organised.  These could be BBQ’s, pot luck dinners etc. Your suggestions are welcome. 
Strategic Plan and Constitution.  Our Strategic Plan was last compiled in 2015 and it is now time to 
update this.   Many things have changed since then.   New machinery has been purchased and we need to 
evaluate the suitability of these machines and future needs.   Membership has grown with some Groups 
nearing limits, if not already there.   We need to consider the impact this has had and what changes are 
needed to accommodate our growth.   Does our Constitution require changes to better suit our Guild 
development?   I am aware of some change I believe necessary.   Your input is needed.   I am happy to 
discuss it with you but it would be helpful if you put your ideas in writing. 
Electronics.   Many of us have adopted electronic equipment in our workshops.   The downside to this is 
finding a repairer when something goes wrong.   Even just having a fault located, let alone fixed, is 
expensive, as I am finding out.   Similarly with electric gear which needs a registered electrical person.   If 
you know anybody to help in these areas then the expertise and contact details can be posted in the club. 
Machinery Buy and Sell.   I am aware of member interest in purchasing lathes - a Nova 3000 and a 
Comet.  If you know of machinery or equipment for sale or to buy please let me know.    

Slainte,    George Yardley, President 
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Lawson critiqued a small high quality table for the January meeting. 
Gregs Taylor’s item was the pick of the day.

THE PRESIDENT’S PAPERS



MEETING REPORT 
Member’s Health:  We were advised after the monthly meeting that Jim Reilly has been moved from 
hospital into Ceda Manor at 6th Avenue where he will receive full care. He can receive visitors there. 

Finance: No issues. The Guild’s financial position remains strong. 

Open Workshops started last Saturday and has four new members. Roy is teaching new members the 
basics of how to work and turn on a Lathe. It is best just left to Roy to teach this to the new members, and 
they can then refine their own ways over time. 

Mobility Carparks at the workshop are for Members who really do need them, please leave clear. 

Police vetting: School group tutors need to be sure 
that they are currently vetted. Other group members 
need to be aware that there are now Student 
members under the age of 18 attending group 
sessions. 

Qualified Registered Electrician Needed: We 
need a Qualified Registered Electrician familiar with 
Electronic controls? Please contact George Yardley. 

Equipment:  The executive committee agreed the 
purchase of a Record portable dust extraction 
system - cost being $830.  John Harrison will modify 
the existing extract system by removing a drum and 
making it so that the dust etc., is collected in a clear 
plastic bag. 

The second record Lathe is now mounted on a stand 
thanks to Mike, Roy and Colin. 

Australian Woodturner, Neil Turner is touring NZ 
in early April. It was decided that we would not 
commit to anything until the tour dates and Venues 
are known. 

Rotorua Club has recently lost their Clubrooms. It 
was decided that it would be a nice gesture if 
George contacted Leigh Gray and invited them to 
attend our workshop sessions while they sort out 
where they are going to go. 

Constitution Review: There is a need to look at our 
Constitution, the membership and the time allocated 
to the groups. The Workshop layout needs to be 
reassessed & changes made if required. The Guild 
needs a strategic plan covering all these areas now 
and into the future. To that end the executive 
Committee is setting up a small subcommittee to 
look into these areas and formulate a plan which will 
then be submitted for the membership review and 
approval. 

Magnolia tree wood available in Wahi - contact 
Mike McCarthy. 

Critique: Lawson critiqued a small high quality table. 
Gregs Taylor’s item was the pick of the day. 
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GUILD DIRECTORY:
President: George Yardley 579 1460

Vice-President: Greg Taylor 021 992446
Secretary: Mel Yeates 573 8188

Treasurer: Margaret Dekker 543 0980
Newsletter Editor: Phil Hansen 543 4332

Committee: Barwick Harding 544 9094
Jim Sutherland 543 4829 

Japie Volschenk 542 3633
Roy Tregilgas 027 640 3793

Membership Secretary:
Mel Yeates 573 8188

Librarian: Merv Griffin 575 9792
Webmaster: Phil Hansen 543 4332

Workshop Maintenance:
John Harrison 544 1950

Wood Officer:  Mike McCarthy 575 2991
BBQ Officer: Colin Milne 543 0358

Caretakers: Mike Buck & Roy Tregilgas         

ADDRESSES:
P.O.Box 9270,  Greerton, TAURANGA 3142
Workshop:  3 Cherokee Place,  Mt. Maunganui

Website: www.taurangawoodcrafters.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

taurangawoodcrafters/
Newsletter: philhansen1951@gmail.com 

http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org
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https://www.facebook.com/taurangawoodcrafters/
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The BBQ on 13th January was well attended by 30 people - members and their partners. It was a very 
enjoyable social occasion. Similar events are planned to happen during the year 
 

DEMONSTRATION 
John Christensen from Whakatane was our guest speaker at our January 2019 monthly meeting. He was a 
winner of three categories at the 2018 Kawerau Woodskills as well as being their Guest Exhibitor. John 
spoke to us about how he makes tools from cast off items and how he collects driftwood. Some of the 
places he goes to are really isolated and the transport of the wood is ingenious and downright scary. John 

is a humble Man but very talented and very interesting to listen too.    

John has had a lifelong association with the sea and ships, large and 
small, although his trade was that of a glazier. He is a keen hunter and 
tramper & showed his unorthodox collection of tools such as axes, 
adzes and knives, which he carries in his pack and uses to make 
canoes and rafts to cross lakes and other waterways. John finds 
interesting pieces of driftwood on the beach or in rivers, some quite 
large that took 2 or 3 people to manhandle & get home. Then with 
chainsaw and grinder 
he creates something 
unusual. Some of his 
pieces are inspired by 
a picture he saw that 
had a strong meaning 
to him, or a story that 
had a far reaching 
impact. 

John interspersed his talk with sayings of past wise men 
and folklore, which showed his way of thinking. 
For finishing off his work he preferred hand tools to electric 
ones. In spite of his blasé attitude to his work, the detail put 
into pieces showed great carving skills and planning. 
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Note: Group Five - Scrollsaw - are on Duty for the February 2018 meeting. They have swapped with Group 
4 who will take the March meeting.

GROUP ACTIVITIES
Group One:  Woodcarvers    2nd & 4th Monday of the month, 9.30 am to 3.00pm.

We had 9 carvers turn out for the first meeting of the new year. The group 
celebrated Jean Crabtree’s 90th birthday with a pizza lunch and offered her 
loads of advice and moral support for her forthcoming sky dive which she is 
taking to commemorate her 3 
score years and 30.  

Everyone was busy working 
on different projects. One item 
was Frazer’s relief carving of 
a thistle. The head of the 
thistle shows up very clearly 
because he has deliberately 
only cut the 
wood with 
the blade of 
a chisel. No 

sand papering has been allowed to 
softened the cut lines.   

Phil Hansen for Ivan Watchorn  (07) 308 7914.  

Group Two:  Woodturners  
Group 2 meets 2nd Tuesday at 1.30pm.  
Group Two will meet next on Tuesday, February 12th at 1:30pm. 
Group Two   Seth Douglas   576 5815   

Group Four:  Woodturners   
Group 4 Hands on Turning - 1st Tuesday at 9:30am 
Group 4 Monthly Turners Meeting - 1st Tuesday at 1:30pm 
Group 4 Hands on Turning - 4th Wednesday at 9.30am 

The first meeting of Group 4 in 2019 will occur on Tuesday February 5th 2019 under the baton of Lawson 
Worsnop. Training as we have been doing, will cease and ideas for a change will be under discussion over 
the holiday period. 

Geoff Addison was planned to address and do a demonstration at our March Guild meeting. This has now 
been cancelled due to a family wedding. Geoff will address our June 15 meeting instead which is also the 
Group 4 duty meeting. 
Jim Sutherland 543 482 
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Group Five:  Scroll Saw, Marquetry and Intarsia 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 9.30am 
Group 5 has restarted meetings and our first meeting of the 2019 year 
was well attended. 

Jacob brought along a coin box to 
show the group while Duncan 
brought some boxes and a pen 
holder which he had made. 

Japie Volschenk 5423633 

Group 6:  Open Workshops 
2nd and 4th Wed at 6.30pm, 2nd & 4th Sat at 9.30am. 
The Open Workshops began January 9th and we had 4 new members attend. 

Roy Tregilgas  027 640 3793 

Group 7: Toymakers    
Anyone interested in making toys should come and join us on a Open Workshop day or evening meeting. 
Mike is happy to help you with whatever you want to tackle. 
Mike Buck  574 4525 

Thursday Students 
There is nothing to report at this time on the Thursday program until we hear from the "Family Works 
Coordinator”. As soon as this happens I will contact the "Thursday Grandads" and make a date to meet to 
do the preparation for the start of the program. 
Mike Buck 574 4525 

Homeschool Students 
The Homeschool Woodcraft Class start again on Wed 13th Feb. at 1.00pm to 3.00pm.  We meet on the 2nd 
and 4th Wed of each month, during the school term. 

Some of our older students have moved on to become Junior members of the Guild.  I think Group Leaders 
who have made them welcome, will be surprised at the level of skill they have.  The students will relish the 
new opportunities on offer. 

We are able to take in four new students from our waiting list, all are as keen as mustard. 

Thank you to two Guild members who have heeded my call for help with tutoring our class, Paul Grainger 
Allen and Japie Volschenk.  We look forward to working with you both. We are always looking for new tutors 
if you are willing to help please. 

Happy New Year to all.  

Doug St George 573 8399 
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GUILD CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2019

Tues. 5th @ 9:30am Group 4 Hands on Turning
Tues. 5th @ 1:30pm Group 4 Turners
Wed. 6th @ 9:30am Group 5 Scroll-saw
Sat. 9th @ 9:30am Group 6 Open Workshop
Mon. 11th @ 9:30am Group 1 Carvers
Tues. 12th @ 1:30pm Group 2 Turners
Wed. 13th @ 6:30pm Group 6 Open Workshop
Sat. 16th @ 11:00am Committee Meeting
Sat. 16th @ 1:30pm Guild Meeting
Wed. 20th @ 9:30am Group 5 Scroll-saw
Sat. 23rd @ 9:30am Group 6 Open Workshop
Mon. 25th@ 9:30am Group 1 Carvers
Wed. 27th @ 9:30am   Group 4 Hands on Turning
Wed. 27th @ 6:30pm Group 6 Open Workshop

TAURANGA WOODCRAFTERS GUILD TENTH ANNUAL 
HANDS-ON SCROLLSAW WORKSHOP 

Fretwork, Intarsia & Marquetry  
Guild Clubrooms, 3 Cherokee Place, Mt Maunganui 

Saturday, 13 April 2019, 9.00am to 4.00pm  

Costs 
 Participant       $90 reduced to $80 if prepaid by 1st March (numbers limited) 
  Includes:Set Project Materials, Morning tea, Lunch & Afternoon tea. 
 Non-participant   $30 
  Includes: Morning tea, Lunch & Afternoon tea. 
  
If your scrollsaw has variable speed and takes pin-less blades please bring it with you. 
A limited number of scrollsaws will be available for hire. 
  
Registrations and enquiries to Raewyn Magon 
569 Tauhei Rd RD5, Morrinsville 3375 
Phone 07 887 6806. Mobile 021 155 8904 
Email magonfam@xtra.co.nz 
Registration forms available at http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org/Resources/
Scrollsaw%20Wshop%20Registration.pdf 

DUTY ROSTER - 6 MONTH LOOK AHEAD
 
February 2019 Group 5

March 2019 Group 4
April 2019 Group 6 & 7
May 2019 Group 1
June 2019 Group 4
July 2019 Group 5

mailto:magonfam@xtra.co.nz
http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org/Resources/Scrollsaw%20Wshop%20Registration.pdf
http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org/Resources/Scrollsaw%20Wshop%20Registration.pdf
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mailto:magonfam@xtra.co.nz
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http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org/Resources/Scrollsaw%20Wshop%20Registration.pdf
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Last Word: from Phil Hansen 
The cartoon reminded me of the photo and gives rise to my first last word for this 

year, which is especially aimed at the men - take care when placing the saw in your 
tool belts in 2019. 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
AND THE SERVICES THEY PROVIDE 
AND WE ASK OUR MEMBERS TO 

SUPPORT THEM


