
Welcome to 2018.   It was a great start to the year with a 
record attendance at the first Guild Meeting.   In excess of 
40 attended.   Keep it up.   Our membership keeps growing 

with a number of new members registering in January.   The membership register now exceeds 90 which 
must be a record for the Guild. 

It is time to start thinking about who you want to run the Guild for the next year.   We will need replacement 
committee members because some people have indicated they will be retiring from the Executive 
Committee. It would be great to see representation from some of our newer members.   Please discuss this 
within your Groups and also consider your Group representation on the Executive Committee.   Your Group 
Representative need not be your Group Leader but they will be your voice to present your Group’s activities 
and needs.   There is a nomination schedule on the notice board in the Guild Rooms. 
  
I mentioned I would continue to make you aware of questions relating to the purpose of the Guild which we 
have to answer in our Grant Applications. 
  
What do you want funding for?  
We need it to cover the cost of operational expenses so that our voluntary members can focus on the 
needs of members and the community rather than worrying about where funding is coming from. The result 
will be a better focus of the skills and talents of the volunteers and be of greater benefit to the whole 
community. 
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woodcrafters guild inc.

a member club of the national association of woodworkers Inc.

We sincerely hope everyone has enjoyed and survived having your 
“cubs” & family home for the festive season and have your batteries 

fully recharged for another exciting year of Woodcraft Projects. 

THE PRESIDENT’S PAPERS



How will you address the need? 
We will do this by providing, developing and 
maintaining the appropriate facilities and 
equipment together having with competent 
instructors.  We will continually review and 
adapt to the needs of the community in our 
areas of expertise. We encourage members to 
reach their potential by working with them 
through Group activities and the monthly Guild 
meetings. Woodcraft disciplines are reflected in 
the various Groups within the Guild with each 
Group having a designated Group Leader. The 
Leader organises the meetings, learning & 

development sessions and the demonstrations 
relating to the activity of the Group. Outside 
craftsmen and artists frequently feature in the 
demonstrations. A “show and tell” session is 
held within the Group where work is discussed, 
improvements suggested, etc. The ”show and 
tell” is carried through to the monthly Guild 
meeting to be displayed and discussed among 
the wider membership.  
Slainte,    George Yardley, President 

MEETING REPORT 
Group Reports:  These are included in the 
newsletter. 
Finance:  Margaret presented the Financial 
report to the Committee meeting. No issues. 
Home School and School Program Tutors: 
Thanks to the people who have indicated they 
will join the Home School and Schools program 
as volunteers. We are still looking for additional 
helpers. Please talk with Doug and Duncan if 
you are willing to help with these rewarding 
programs. 
Guild Annual Show Date: The date of the 
2018 Annual Show has been confirmed by the 
Committee and a Hall Booking made at the 
Mount Sports Centre for November 23rd / 24th / 
25th 2018. 
Annual Show Competition: The Committee 
has agreed that a Competition will be included 
in the 2018 Annual Show event. The aim is to 
limit this in 2018 to TWG Members only work. It 
is a "trial" event and we are encouraging every 
member to submit an item of their work - made 
within the current year. The objective is for 
everyone to participate in showing off their best 
work. If it is successful we will try and expand 
on the concept in following years. Terry Scott 
has agreed to Judge our competition in 2018. 
Introducing New Members: Hugh Howatson, 
Scott Inglis and Pawel Grodecki  have joined as 
new members. 
Age Restriction Reminder: The General Guild 
meeting discussed the question of children ages 
at the Schools programs. 10 years is the 
minimum approved age for using hand tools 
and 12 years for using Power tools in the Guild 

Rooms. 
Minimum Acceptable Footwear: Covered shoes must be worn at all times when people are working in the 
Guild rooms. Sandals / uncovered footwear are unsafe and may not be worn. 
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GUILD DIRECTORY:
President: George Yardley 579-1460
Vice-President: Jim Sutherland 543 4829

Secretary: Mel Yeates 573 8188
Treasurer: Margaret Dekker 543 0980

Committee: Stephanie Simpson 575 2391 
Japie Volschenk 542 3633

Roy Tregilgas 574 7405
Barwick Harding 544 9094

Colin Milne 543 0358
Phil Hansen 543 4332

Membership Secretary:
Stephanie Simpson 575 2391

Librarian: Merv Griffin 575 9792
Newsletter Editor:

Phil Hansen 543 4332
Webmaster: Rob Smith 576 9651

Workshop Maintenance:
John Harrison 544 1950

Wood Recovery:  Mike McCarthy 575 2991
Caretaker Merv Griffin            575 9792

ADDRESSES:
P.O.Box 9270,  Greerton, TAURANGA 3113

Workshop:  3 Cherokee Place,  Mt. Maunganui
Website: www.taurangawoodcrafters.org

Newsletter: philhansen1951@gmail.com 

Nominations for 2018 Guild Committee 
Nominations are being sought for the election of the 
Guild Committee & Officers for 2018 at the AGM, 
which will occur in May 2018.  

A Schedule / List will be posted on the Wall of the 
Guild Rooms in January for members to submit 
nominees for each of the roles noted in the Guild 
Directory on this page.  

Would the Nominators please confirm with the person 
being nominated that they are willing to stand. 

http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org
mailto:philhansen1951@gmail.com
http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org
mailto:philhansen1951@gmail.com


Equipment Maintenance Issues: Nothing mentioned. 
Equipment Wish List:  The committee approved and signed off the funding application paperwork to the 
Lions Foundation for the equipment wish list items. Two quotes are being obtained so the application can 
be submitted before the end of January. 
COGS Funding:  George has submitted the COGS funding grant request. 

SAFETY MOMENT 
How important are your hands? As a test, try tucking your thumbs into your palms and tying your shoe 
laces. Not so easy, is it? Please remember ….. 
• Disconnect power tools when not in use and before changing bits, blades, and other accessories. 
• If a power tool binds STOP and reassess the job. 
• Never remove guards! 
• Secure work - never try to hold it in your hand! 
DEMONSTRATION 
Group 4 organised Derek Kerwood to be our speaker for the January meeting. Everyone attending the 
meeting were treated to a great presentation. Derek began with a brief review of his woodcrafting 
background. He was born in the UK and started cutting wood 
patterns as a 10 year old. He was trained at a Technical College 
and also as an apprentice rebuilding damaged houses in the UK 
after WWII. After services training he decided to become a tutor 
and did teachers training. Subsequently he has taught in Bristol, 
Germany, Canada and New Zealand. After deciding to become a 
professional and earn his living as a woodcrafter he left teaching in 
1982. He said he "feels very lucky to have been involved with the 
craft" all his life. 

The creation of perfectly spherical items from wood is one of 
Derek's passions. While there are commercial tools available for 
people to buy, Derek had two of his own homemade jigs for turning 
both the outside and inside of a wooden sphere. The secret, he 
said, "is in the setup". Gripping objects for finishing and decoration 
can often be difficult for us all. Derek showed how he uses sections 
of rubber conveyor belting (Para Rubber is a source) cut to fit his 
vice in order to provide better grip. 

The importance of having sharp tools was emphasised. Derek briefly demonstrated the impact of the 
sharpening process using several oversize wooden models of the chisel cutting surfaces. He also touched 
on the process for hardening and tempering steel. Both these topics offer potential for further Guild meeting 
demonstrations. 

One of Derek's messages was that Guild members should explore the 
use of both colouring and texturing on work pieces, because it has the 
potential to lift what is merely beautiful into the sublime. He illustrated 
the technique of ebonising wood to get an artistic effect using a 
mixture of steel wool and vinegar (aged for a week or two), 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?
v=kTFO4jHglSc 

and then how the blackened surface could 
be beached back to the original colour by 
using Oxalic Acid (only available through a 
Chemist).  

Derek then showed off his range of 
homemade texturing punches. Some 
involved using a fine steel file to create a 
pattern on the shaft of a nail, or bolt. Others 
he had made by squeezing the end of small lengths of stainless steel 
tubing. "Give up your chisels and start punching" was one pearl of 
wisdom we were given to conclude his very interesting demonstration. 

Note: Group Five - Scroll-saw, Marquetry and Intarsia - will be on Duty for the February 2018 meeting.

GROUP ACTIVITIES
Group One:  Woodcarvers    2nd & 4th Monday of the month, 9.30 am to 3.00pm.

The Woodcarvers began 2018 with their first meeting on January 22nd with 11 members attending. Frazer 
showed off a Celtic Cross, which he recently completed in an old (hard!) piece of oak.
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The 2018 year began with members 
resuming work on their unfinished pieces 
from 2017, or starting new projects. Three 
people prepared hair clip patterns (based on 
a Maori finishing hook design concept) on 
the scroll-saw and bandsaw for completion 
with chisels and knives. Kae cut out several 
blanks for a new spoon shape he is 
developing. Barwick used the bandsaw to 
prepare a piece of swamp Totara with the 

basic shape of a large abstract male/female shape he has designed. Gavin began carving the lettering for a 
Welcome sign. Ivan, Tom, Stephanie, Phil, Bob and Harry picked up on their 2017 "masterpieces" and the 
chisels / knives flew.

The Woodcarvers Group have collectively agreed that the next meeting - February 12th - will focus 
on Chip Carving. This is normally done using a knife. The aim is to have everyone in Group 1 
working, and learning, this technique so we develop and expand our skills. Some chip carving 
patterns for drink coasters will be distributed before Feb. 12th. It is hoped everyone will attempt a 
piece at the next meeting. 

Next Meetings:  Feb.12th and Feb 26th at 9:30am 
Phil Hansen for Ivan Watchorn  (07) 308 7914.  

Group Two and Three:  Woodturners  
Group 2 meets 2nd Tuesday at 1.30pm.  
Group 3 meets 1st Saturday at 9.30am. 

Groups 2 met on Tuesday 9th January and had a most enjoyable afternoon meeting with very good 
attendance. This group meets again on Tuesday 13th February at 1:30pm and Group 3 on Saturday 3rd 
February at 9:30. 

Group Two   Seth Douglas   576 5815   
Group Three.  Jim Reilly 577 9574 

Group Four:  Woodturners   
Group 4 Woodturners - 1st Tuesday at 1.30pm.  
Group 4 Learners - 1st Tuesday & 4th Wednesday at 9.30am 

Our Learners course resumed on January 24th and an impromptu training / demonstration session was 
organised with Leith Gray for Group 4 in the afternoon. 

Group 4 next meet on February 6th (this is Waitangi day), with the Learners group on February 6th and 
28th. 
Jim Sutherland 543 482 

Group Five:  Scroll Saw, Marquetry and Intarsia 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 9.30am 

We had 14 members along to our January 2018 meeting. I notice that when our members are buying new 
Scrollsaw's, they are going for the up-market Carbatec machines. While these may cost three times as 
much as a cheaper one, members are saying they see them as a sound investment for the more serious 
work. There were three of the Carbatec 16” machines at the January meeting, and they all do, or have done 
all the cut-out pictures shown in the newsletter. It requires a lot of patience to drill the numinous holes and 

�  of �4 7

Frazer's completed Celtic Cross 
and Stephanie's Dove carving in 

progress



then threading the blade through to cut out just a small amount. Then the process is repeated for the next 
cut-out. However, the always look great once the piece is finished, has the 
backing on and is framed. 

While having lunch, some the members 
were talking about their experiences with the 

School 
children when 
they were 

teaching 
Scrollsaw 
work, and 
commented 
about the 
positive 
changes in 
these 
children’s 
attitudes. 
Every 

member really enjoyed being involved. 

The next meetings will be on Feb. 7th and 21st. Group 5 will be on duty for the Guild meeting on Feb. 17th. 
Selby West  578 8934   
Japie Volschenk 5423633

Group 6:  Open Workshops 
2nd and 4th Wed at 6.30pm, 4th Sat at 9.30am 
The first Open Workshop of the year was on January 27th. These are attracting a number of new members 
and really suit those people who are working, or otherwise cannot attend daytime meetings on Monday to 
Friday.  
Roy Tregilgas  574 7405 

Group 7: Toymakers   Second Saturday at 9.30am . We will meet again on Feb. 10th.
Mike Buck  574 4525 

Thursday Students 
Thursday students Group has been in recess for the summer holidays. At this stage it is still undefined 
when it will resume for 2018.  
Duncan Campbell 543 2590 

Homeschool Students 
The home school program for 2018 is planned to restart on Wednesday 14th February 2018. The 1st term 
dates will be Feb 14th, Feb 28th, March 14th, March 28th, and April 11th. Thank-you to those who 
responded to the request for volunteers to tutor the Homeschool group. Please note, we are still seeking 
scroll-saw tutors. So please have a chat with Doug St. George if you can help. 
Doug St.George 573 8399.
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Leigh Morris’ Box

Bob Ferguson's Lioness (the 
expression says it all) and 

Christmas Tree
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GUILD CALENDAR FOR FEB 2018

Sat. 3rd @9:30am 
Tues. 6th @ 9:30am 
Tues. 6th @ 1:30pm 
Wed. 7th @ 9:30am 
Sat. 10th @ 9:30am 
Mon. 12th @ 9:30am 
Tues. 13th @ 1:30pm
Wed. 14th @ 1:00pm
Wed. 14th @ 6:30pm 
Sat. 17th @ 10:30am 
Sat. 17th @ 1:30pm 
Wed. 21st @ 9:30am 
Sat. 24th @ 9:30am 
Mon. 26th@ 9:30am 
Wed. 28th @ 9:30am
Wed. 28th @ 1:00pm
Wed. 28th @ 6:30pm

Group 3 Turners 
Group 4 Learners 
Group 4 Turners 
Group 5 Scroll-saw 
Group 7 Toymakers 
Group 1 Carvers 
Group 2 Turners
Homeschool Class
Group 6 Workshop 
Committee Meeting 
Guild Meeting 
Group 5 Scroll-saw 
Group 6 Workshop 
Group 1 Carvers 
Group 4 Learners
Homeschool Class
Group 6 Workshop

Last Word: from Phil Hansen 

Our Open Workshops are proving to be 
popular in attracting new members to the 

Guild. 

The Group 6 Open Workshop meetings 
especially suit people who cannot attend 

daytime meetings between Monday - 
Friday.

They are also ideal for newcomers to 
Wood Crafting who want to learn new 

skills in a controlled environment with the 
help, guidance & encouragement of 

experienced Guild members.

New Members have been saying the 
Webpage is their first point on contact 

with the Guild. So, our thanks are due to 
our Webmaster Rob Smith.

DUTY ROSTER - 6 MONTH LOOK AHEAD

February 2018  Group 5

March 2018 Group 6 & 7
April 2018  Group 1
May 2018 Group 4
June 2018 Group 5
July 2018 Group 6 & 7
August 2018 Group 1

TAURANGA WOODCRAFTERS GUILD
NINTH ANNUAL

HANDS-ON SCROLLSAW WORKSHOP 
Fretwork, Intarsia & Marquetry

Guild Clubrooms,
3 Cherokee Place, Mt Maunganui

Saturday, 14 April 2018, 9.00am to 4.00pm  

Costs 
Participant       $60 (numbers limited) 

Includes:Set Project Materials, Morning tea, Lunch & Afternoon tea. 
Non-participant   $25 

Includes: Morning tea, Lunch & Afternoon tea. 

If your scrollsaw has variable speed and takes pin-less blades please bring it with you. 
Some scrollsaws will be available for hire. 

Registrations and enquiries to Laureen Tubby 
39 Luculia Drive, Mt Maunganui 3116 
Phone 07 5720104 
Email ltubby@xtra.co.nz  
Registration forms available at www.taurangawoodcrafters.org

mailto:ltubby@xtra.co.nz
http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org/
mailto:ltubby@xtra.co.nz
http://www.taurangawoodcrafters.org/
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WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
AND THE SERVICES THEY PROVIDE 
AND WE ASK OUR MEMBERS TO 

SUPPORT THEM




