
 

Scroll Saw Workshop.    This has been held annually for a number of years now and this year’s workshop 
again proved to be a well attended, popular and successful event.   The workshop caters for both beginning 
and more experienced scroll saw exponents, with a variety of projects for various skill levels and tutors 
appropriate for all.   An enormous amount of preparatory planning and work is required beforehand both for 
workshop and making up project kits for sale.   I spoke with a number of the attendees who regard the 
workshop as a highlight of their year and anticipate the next one.    Grateful thanks to Jacob von Holzen, 
Laureen Tubby and all those who tutored and supported the event. 

NZ Lottery Grants Board.   Our application for a Grant to assist with Operational Expenses for the 
2018/19 financial year has been successful.   A grant of $8300 has been approved by the Bay of Plenty/
Gisborne Community division.   There were 108 requests totalling $4.72 million and the Committee had only 
$1,79 million to allocate.   We were fortunate to receive our full request for this financial year.   The 
Committee noted that our request aligns with their priorities that people are supported to reach their 
potential with people, communities and groups working together to increase their capabilities and reach 
their aspirations and rurally and/or socially isolated are connected and engaged.   This Grant also allows 
the Guild to release reserve funds to improve equipment and facilities in addition to the – 

Lion Foundation Grant.   We have now purchased and received the machinery and equipment for which 
the Grant was sought.   This is now in operation and/or in process of being installed.   Treat our machinery 
kindly and with care. 
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My deepest fear is that when I die my wife will sell my tools for what 
I told her I paid for them. 

THE PRESIDENT’S PAPERS



Health.   To our members who are not in good health I wish you a speedy return to good health, you are in 
our thoughts.  Duncan Campbell and Merv. Griffin are suffering currently.   If I have missed you, my 
apologies I am unaware of your situation. 

Woodturning New Zealand International Symposium.   October, 2018.  I have placed a poster promoting 
this and registration details on the notice board.  

Annual General Meeting.   This is on the 12th May, 2018.   NOTE this is the 2nd  Saturday NOT the 3rd 
which is our usual Guild meeting day.   Please consider carefully who you want to represent you for the next 
year.   Will you volunteer for an office or committee. 

Slainte,    George Yardley, President 

MEETING REPORT 
Group Reports:  These are included in the 
newsletter. 
Finance:  No issues.  
AGM: The AGM is scheduled for 1.30pm on May 
12th. 
Grant Application: The Guild has just received a 
Lotteries Grant for 2018. 
Membership Changes: M. Cory and V. Hamon have 
joined as new members. John Proctor has resigned 
from the Guild and Alan Martin has advised he is 
relocating to Auckland in the middle of the year. 
Equipment Wish List: All items on the “wish list” 
have now been supplied, or delivery is imminent. 
Workshop Layout: The plan is to reassess the 
workshop layout to make sure we are making best 
use of storage and the space within the building. 
Scrollsaw Workshop was a Success: 16 people 
attended our scroll saw workshop on April 14th. This 
workshop is a unique event in NZ. 
Consider organising your own Workshops: The 
Committee has asked all Groups to consider 
organising workshops covering your own discipline 
areas - carving, turning & toy making etc. - using the 
scroll saw workshop as a model. In each case the 
objective should be to share knowledge and skills 
with others. Speak with your Group Leaders. 
South Auckland Woodturners Guild Symposium: 
This opportunity to see some world class woodturners 
will take place 4th - 7th October 2018 at Wesley 
College, Paerata, Auckland.  
April Work Critique:  Derek Kerwood’s selection of 
the best work on display in April was Mike Buck’s 
“Hanging Bob” with an honourable mention for the 
selection of wooden spoons carved by Kae Choo. 

 
DEMONSTRATION 
The demonstrator for 
the April monthly 
meeting was Colin 
Allison who gave us a 
wonderful 
presentation on the 

craft of violin making. Colin spoke about the importance of selecting a piece 
of wood in the rough which can be made into the back and front of the 
violin. It is one of the key issues for success. The woods most commonly 
used in violin making are Maple, Spruce, Ebony, Boxwood, Willow and 
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Rosewood. Usually the back, ribs, neck and scroll 
are made of Maple while Spruce is used for the 
top, the blocks, and linings. Colin said he seeks 
slabs of wood with a straight grain which ring 
clearly and with a rather high tone when tapped 
with the knuckles. It requires practice to recognise 
which piece of wood rings loud and clear and 
which is dull and muffled. 

Colin showed & demonstrated his range of 
specialist tools and then the meeting wrapped up 
with a short musical item which he played on his 
own instrument. A Youtube link to Colin’s 
presentation is copied below. 

https://youtu.be/QcjU49iYfeU 

There will be no demonstration or duty group for the May meeting (our AGM). Everyone is asked to bring a 
small food contribution for the afternoon tea. 

Note: Group Four - Turners - will be on Duty for the June 2018 meeting.

GROUP ACTIVITIES
Group One:  Woodcarvers    2nd & 4th Monday of the month, 
9.30 am to 3.00pm.

Every member of our woodcarving group has been exploring the 
different aspects of this discipline from sculptural work, relief 
carving, chip carving, decoration techniques and carving natural 
looking foliage as inspired by the famous 18th century carver - 
Grinling Gibbons.

Kae has beeb experimenting with the Kolrosing (pronounced “coal-
rose-ing”) technique for decorating his carved wooden spoons and 
showed off several of the intricate patterns he has created by 
rubbing coffee grounds into the fine incisions he made to create the 
patterns. Kolrosing is a very old method of giving fine line surface 
decoration to wood. It started centuries ago with simply using the tip 

of a knife to make fine 
decorative cuts – and 
then rubbing coal dust 
into it to bring out the 
pattern. The inner 
bark of various trees 
is also traditionally 
used in Scandinavia.
Relief carving can be 
likened to water colour 
painting. It requires 
the carver to achieve 
the flattening or 
compression of a 
three dimensional 

image and using perspective, highlights, shadows and texture to 
create an illusion of depth. Ivan is a great exponent of the 
technique as can be seen in his current work showing a family of 
Alpacas. 
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https://youtu.be/QcjU49iYfeU


The key to tackling a Gibbons carving of natural foliage is in the method of construction. It must be built up 
in layers, with many any attachments carved separately. Tom and Jean have both been roughing such 
carvings, rounding the items to detach them from their neighbours and then the critical positioning part to 
get stems and vines to pass under or over other objects.  

The carving group continues to be very well supported with 12-15 members regularly attending each 
meeting. 

Next Meetings:  May 14th & 28th at 9:30am 
Phil Hansen for Ivan Watchorn  (07) 308 7914.  

Group Two and Three:  Woodturners  
Group 2 meets 2nd Tuesday at 1.30pm.  
Group 3 meets 1st Saturday at 9.30am. 

John Harrison brought along several beautifully crafted items for the Show & Tell at the recent Group 2 
monthly meeting.  Together with looking at the usual great displays from Milan Bacia it made for a most 
enjoyable afternoon. Group 3 also had their Saturday meeting, which was also an excellent session with 
everyone learning from the experts. 

Group Two   Seth Douglas   576 5815   
Group Three.  Jim Reilly 577 9574 

Group Four:  Woodturners   
Group 4 Hands on Turning - 1st Tuesday at 9:30am 
Group 4 Monthly Turners Meeting - 1st Tuesday at 1:30pm 
Group 4 Hands on Turning - 4th Wednesday at 9.30am 

As fewer learners are now turning up to our first 
Tuesday of the month early morning 
sessions we have decided to open up Tuesday 
morning to all woodturning members for a 
hands on meeting.  

We had a smaller group attending our last meeting. 
Those who were unable to attend missed an 
excellent demonstration. Lawson Worsnop was our 
demonstrator and after he had provided a critique 
of our monthly project he gave us an insight into 

how to go about making our own turning tools. It 
was a very interesting and enlightening session 
using all sorts of materials to produce 
tools, using old screwdrivers, planer blades, saw 
blades along with tool steel.We also looked at the 
various angles of grind and the various types of 
grinding wheels and other abrasives. It was a most 
useful demonstration and well presented. Many 
thanks, Lawson! 

The Easter holiday impacted numbers who were 
able too enjoy Lawsons’ presentation. It is the 
second occasion where a meeting arranged 
immediately before, or after, a public holiday didn't 

reach our hopes for the number of attendees. This is 
always disappointing especially after our demonstrators put in such a big effort.  A potential solution is to 
rethink the scheduling of meetings around public holiday times.  
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Our project for June will be an ornament incorporating a finial. 
Jim Sutherland 543 4829 

Group Five:  Scroll Saw, Marquetry and Intarsia 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 9.30am 

A Scrollsaw Workshop was held on April 14th & was an 
outstanding success. The prime objective of this workshop is to 
promote scroll saw work as a woodcraft and to share Jacob Von 
Holzen very special knowledge with as many people as possible. 
This year 16 people attended our workshop, which is similar to 
the last two years. However, we are continuing to attract new 

participants with 7 attending in 2018 for the first time.  Those travelling the furtherest were two observers, 
one from Whangarei and one from Wellington. Participants were evenly balanced between Fretwork, 
Intarsia and Marquetry, with some who had been before trying something different.    
 
The workshop was advertised in Creative Wood and on the Guild 
and NAW websites.  Laureen also emailed all of the Guilds/Clubs 
whose email address are listed in Creative Wood.   Attendees 
from out of town were very appreciative of our workshop and of 
being able to learn “hands-on” the art of scrollsawing.   They were 
amazed at the variety of things made by our group which were on 
the display table. It gives the organisers great pleasure to see the 
progress made by each attendees during the day and also how 
much those who have attended before have progressed.  

Running the workshop is a big team effort. The sales table at the 
workshop was very well supported and a special thank you goes 
to Jacob’s for his many hours spent preparing the wood and 
making up kitsets and projects. Jacob and Laureen supplied 

timber for the 
projects and kitsets. Thanks are due to everyone who 
contributed to the success of the day, including Mike Buck 
for manning the kitchen and cutting some timber to size, 
and to Mike McCarthy for renewing the pads on the sander 
ready for the intarsia group. 

It was another successful day with the attendees learning 
new skills, swapping ideas, making new friends and above 
all enjoying themselves. 

Laureen Tubby for Japie Volschenk 5423633 

Group 6:  Open Workshops 
2nd and 4th Wed at 6.30pm, 4th Sat at 9.30am 
These are especially aimed at people who are not normally free to attend groups during work hours. 
Roy Tregilgas  027 2497959 

Group 7: Toymakers   Second Saturday at 9.30am.    
The Toymakers Group will meet next at 9:30am on May 19th. This is one week later than normal because 
of the Guild AGM occurring on May 12th. 
Mike Buck  574 4525 

Thursday Students 
Thursday Students will resume in May when the school term restarts.  
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Another beautiful box 
made by Jacob



The Thursday students program is a joint venture by a group within our Guild together with Family Works; 
the latter provided by the Presbyterian Support Services. Children are selected by school teachers/
principals, community members, or the families concerned, in liaison with Family Works professionally 
trained social workers who  then coordinate the  programme with the approval of the families. Our Guild 
provides the dedicated woodcraft team - primarily derived from within the Scroll Saw Group - who then 
supervise delivery of the specific woodworking program to the children and their families. It is a free service 
for all children and families in the school community. 

Every Thursday during the 8 weeks of a school term, a Family Works social worker brings six children from 
a single school to the Guild’s workshop for a two hour session in the morning and a different group in the 
afternoon. Normally the morning group will work from 9.30 to 11.30am and the afternoon group from 1.00 to 
3.00pm. Each child is supervised on a one to one basis by a team member from the Tauranga 
Woodcrafters Guild. A carefully selected project is undertaken and completed by each child at every 
session. Typically these are scroll saw based and selected to appeal to the children. The articles made are 
stored at the Guild until the final day when a celebration takes place which includes photographs of the 
group with the project articles made, a personalised certificate and backpack plus generous lunch provided 
by Family Works.  It is an excellent contribution by our Guild members to a well researched and structured 
Family Works programme of huge benefit to those involved. 

Glenn Whittaker for Mike Buck 574 4525 

Homeschool Students 
The home school program continues on May 9th & 23rd. 

Homeschool kids start out with 
turning  but now we have David Watts 
involved and have Scroll saw work 
and simple electronics available for 
the kids 

 

 

Doug St.George 573 8399. 
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Club Items for Sale - Contact George Yardley or Mel Yates Saw stand for Sale - Contact 
Roy Tregilgas - 0272497959 
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GUILD CALENDAR FOR MAY 2018

Tues. 1st @ 9:30am Group 4 Hands on Turning
Tues. 1st @ 1:30pm Group 4 Monthly Turners Meeting
Wed. 2nd @ 9:30am Group 5 Scroll-saw
Sat. 5th @ 9:30am Group 3 Turners
Tues. 8th @ 1:30pm Group 2 Turners
Wed. 9th @6:30pm Group 6 Open Workshop
Sat. 12th @ 11:00am Committee Meeting
Sat. 12th @ 1:30pm Guild AGM
Mon. 14th @ 9:30am Group 1 Carvers
Wed. 16th @ 9:30am Group 5 Scroll-saw
Sat. 19th @ 9:30am Group 7 Toymakers
Wed. 23rd @ 9:30am   Group 4 Hands on Turning
Wed. 23rd @ 6:30pm   Group 6 Open Workshop
Sat. 26th @ 9:30am Group 6 Open Workshop
Mon. 28th @ 9:30am Group 1 Carvers

Last Word: from Phil Hansen 

In the spirit of sharing trivia 
George Yardley recalled that the 

correct title for a maker of violins is 
a Luthier (loo ti er).  This comes 

from the French word - luth - which 
means lute. A luthier was originally 

a maker of lutes but the term 
nowadays includes makers of 
stringed instruments including 

violins and guitars. 

The Luthier - Colin Allison - 
demonstrating at our April monthly 

meeting, mentioned that bow 
making is a completely different 

skill. And …. the French word for a 
Bowmaker is Archetier. 

DUTY ROSTER - 6 MONTH LOOK AHEAD
 
May 2018 AGM - All Members

June 2018                       Group 4
July 2018 Group 5
August 2018 Group 6 & 7
September 2018 Group 1
October 2018 Group 4
November 2018 Guild Exhibition / Show
December 2018 Group 6 & 7

2018 Show Update 
The 2018 Show committee currently comprises: Phil Hansen, Mike McCarthy (Hall, Hall Layout and Stall 
Coordinator), Barwick Harding (Show Signage Coordinator) and Lawson Wornsop (Catering Coordinator). 

Would Guild members who require a Stall at the Show please contact Mike McCarthy & discuss. The 
charge has not changed from previous years and will be $30 for 2 tables for the 3 days. 

Barwick has recently booked street sign locations with the Tauranga City Council. Once labels for the new 
date labels arrive we will be seeking volunteers to attach these to our existing signs well ahead of them 
needing to go out on the street on November 13th. 

We are seeking donations of quality items of woodwork from Guild members to offer as part of our Lottery 
Prizes for the Show. We need a volunteer to run the Show Lottery - please contact Phil Hansen if you are 
willing to handle this task. 

As a reminder - All Guild members should be making every effort to have an item of your work 
(made within the last 18 months) ready to enter in our 2018 Show Exhibition. This is to showcase 
our range of skills and interests to the public. 

Phil’s woven pattern in 
Kauri 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
AND THE SERVICES THEY PROVIDE 
AND WE ASK OUR MEMBERS TO 

SUPPORT THEM


